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Introduction

With slow season already upon us, staff at the RMP have been searching fornew sources of revenue to
assistm the continuance of current profects as well aspermitting the development of new tasks Over the
years grants have greatly assistedn the development of the RMP, though sadly they are often unreliable. To
help finance the RMP, it extremely easy for visitors and residentso support our organization by simply
purchasing the $10 annual oUser fe@ which goes directly into financing all of our conservational projects.

Patrols

Sandy Bay West End Marine Park Patrols

Though the Navy was scheduledto arrive in June to replace the National
Police on our patrols, we are still awaiting their arrival. Fortunately for us, we
are still working directly with the Police, who this month , were involved in the
arrest of 4 people in 3 separate incidents. Two of the occurrencesinvolved &8
individuals caught in possession of conch in Sandy BayThe final arrest
happened near Maya Key where 2 men were found in possession of 17 speared §
fish, 8 lobster, 3 masks and fins, 2 spears, ana lobster hook. After receiving
reports on a weekly basis of persons removing conch and spearing fistaround
this area, n the coming months we intend to assign a patrol boat to Coxen
Hole to guard the waters and deter further poaching.

Fish and masks confiscated from kic

Five other incidents failed to result in the arrest of the perpetrators due
either to lack of police or those involved being underage. During the first
week of June, a local fishermenand previous Marine Park employee chased
people out of Tom Fools Bight, a shallow bay next to Gibson Bight . T h ey
been collecting conch and fortunately had yet begun popping the shells. In
total, over 80 conch were collected and relocated to a safer location.
Other incidents also included the capture of 3 kids speaing fish in Sandy
Bay, while another involved a kid collecting conch and lobster again in

Sandy Bay

A small proportion of the conaklocated

As followers of this newsletter know, the killing of sharks was =
recently made illegal in Honduran waters thanks to the work of the [
Shark Legacy Project.One of the more disheartening incidents [~
involved a local fishermen catching and killing a shark, one we believe |
to be a juvenile Oceanic White tip. Captain Brooks was not arrested as |
both the police and Marine Park staff were unsure of how to |
prosecute offendersunder the new law. From now on, an yone found
with a dead shark will be promptly arrested and have their property
confiscated. We have also begun a campaign to inform the fisherman |
of this new law to protect the sharks in our waters. ;

South Side Chaptera®ols The remains of ahark killed in West Bay

After struggling with an nreliable hand operatedsOhp enginefor almost a
year,we have,at long last constructed aconsoleand purchased aelatively
new engine The 2-stroke, 115hp Yamahanginewill enableour patrol to
respondquickerto callsregardingpoachirg and other ikegal activities. This
month, despite rough seaswe managed to confiscate 4 spears and 1
hook. While patrols operate primarily between the airport and Oak
Ridge, we receive numerous reports from Maya Cay about illegal
fishing. To reduce costs and responséime, we send staff from West End
and use boats provided by Maya Cay to arrest the offenders.

South side patrol boat with new engine
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In anticipation of the bad weather in the coming months, we thought
it time to renovate the dive moorings on the Southside. In total, five
dive moorings were replaced and seven buoys were changed. The
moorings replaced were at Car i b Poi nt , Forty Fo
Dream, Mr.Bud6s Wr eck and. Adx thd modlingofrom B a y
Sponge Garden wagemoved as theblock was damaging the coralwhen
the mooring was in use. We will continue to check the moorings in the
coming months but urge divers on both sides to call and report any
damaged or missing mooring you may come across.

South side patrol boat checkid@ze moorings

Education

Promoting recycling in the Schools

Roatan is continung to struggle with development, people, and the
trash we produce. To combat this, the Marine Park continues to drill the
i mport anc e s:deduce, IReuse3&y&le into the minds of the
school children we visit. The first week of June was deemed
Environmental Week in an effort to increase awareness worldwide. As
part of Environmental week, the Marine Park organized a contest
between kids from different parts of the island. The objective of the
competition was to recycle the most Petl plastic bottleswith the winner
receiving 1,000 lempiras to go towards the construction of a greenhouse
at the winning school. The competition ends July 239 and all of the
bottles collected will be sent to the city dump for recycling. We wish the
kids luck and hope for more schools to become involved in recycling.

School kids with bags of plastic bottles

Drawing competition hosted by BICA

N & In addition to organizing the recycling competition, the RMP had
hosted by BICA during Environmental Week. Fourteen schoobk
partici pated in thiTkeOgeammyr 6 sabhtdembe €
were winners: first place winner was awarded to Allison Michelle
Martinez of the Methodist School; second place was Joseph Mungia

from Graciela O. Ramos School; andthird place was the student
LarissaHernandez from the Church of God School. Congratulations

to the winners and all those that competed.

Kids drawing ocean themes for Environmental we

Walk for Peace

The RMP was invited by Father Feddy from the Catholic Church,
Heart of Mary, to join the walk for peace 8 0 S a v is with th&/Planet ¢
Eight volunteers from Puerto Rico attended a presentation on climate
change and enthusiastically preparedseveralbanners on this topic with
the help of Malika Rahmani. They were scheduled to join the RMP
during the walk which was to take place June 26", sadly however, it
was postponed due to tropical storm Alex. We still greatly appreciate
their efforts and hope that the next time they return to the island, the
weather is more favorable.

Volunteers from Puerto Rico painting eco them
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Glass Bottom boat Trip

This month, students from the Guardiola School
were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to
spend one morning on the Glass Bottom Boat in
West Bay On the boat, kids enjoyed learning about
creatures of the sea and several RMP initiatives to
protect the reef. As usual the trip came after a visit to
the Guardiola Shool visit where the kids were taught
the importance of the reef and conservation. Our
volunteers Annick Mcintosh and Jon Cooper went
with us and with their help we hope to expand our
island-wide education program.

Kids from the Guardiola school on the glass bottom boat in West Ba;

Community Development

Coral Reef Leadershp Network

Though little has been mentioned in the past few months
about the Coral Reef Leader Network, representatives Juan
Vualla and Artlee Brooks, have continued educating people in
the tourism industry. In the past month, a total of 75 people
comprised of tour guides from MC Tours, taxi drivers, and
minibus drivers were taught about the history of the island
and the importance of the reef. They were introduced to the
idea of sustainable tourism and coral reef conservationand
how they can help do t heir part to preserve the island. The
goal is to educate all those who work directly in the tourism
industry and provide them with pamphlets with guidelineson
how to be an eco-conscious visitor which they can show to
their customers. With an imposing number of cruise ships

Taxi drivers meeting with CRLN representatives  gcheduled to visit Roatan from October on wards, it is vital
that these guides and introduced to the concept of environmental awareness.n the last 4 months a total of
435 people have been taught.

Inspections

Inspection around the island

In the last week of June, a series of inspections wereorganized
throughout the island with representatives from SERNA, BICA,
RMP, ZOLITUR, and UMA invited to attend. The places visited
included Infinity Bay Beach Resorf Maya Lounge in Half Moon
Bay, Blue Ocean Reef, Bojangles in Coxen HoleCocoview Resort,
and several other locations. At the end of the inspections,
representatives from the different organizations gave their opinions
on the proposed renovations to the developments and how they
could minimize their impacts on their surroundings. Hopefully,
under the supervision of the Municipality, any recommendations
made during the inspections will be followed .

Inspection at Infinity Bay West Bay



