
Roatán Marine Park Newsletter 

April  2010 Highlights  

 

 

SBWEMP and RMPSSC Patrols 

  A total of 4 spears, 4 masks, 3 sets of 

fins, 2 gaffs, an anchor, 17 lobsters, 16 

live conch and 7 fish from 5 incidents 

were confiscated by our Park Rangers 

from aroun d the island resulting in 3 

persons imprisoned. 

 

Marine Infrastructure Update 

  There are now 20 yacht 

moorings installed in the 

mooring field  and a mandatory 

fee has been introduced. This 

year, 29 dive mooring lines have 

been replaced and 6 new 

groundings have been installed.  

 

Lionfish Update 

  Dive shops with most kills within 

the Reserve are Native Sons with 

63, Coconut Tree 54 and Tranquil 

Seas with 29. The heaviest fish to 

date is +300g. Total figures for 

the month are estimated at 400.  

 

Education statistics 

  This month our staff and 

volunteers managed to visited 

over 210 kids from 4 schools 

and was able to show 60 kids 

first hand the beauty of our reefs 

on the glass bottom boat.  
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Conch shells removed from mooring field 

Fish and lobster from Sandy Bay and Man of War Cay 

Conch confiscated by the patrol 

Introduction

  With Earth Day come and gone, maybe its time for us to take into consideration all the day to day 

things we do or take for granted and start taking notice of our routines which can sometimes be 

harmful or wasteful. From turning off facets, lights and air-conditioning to using eco-friendly 

projects (page 5), there are simple choices that can minimize our impacts on the environment.   

Patrols

Sandy Bay West End Marine Park Patrols 

  With the new yacht moorings in place, our Park Rangers felt it was important to  

relocate groups of dead conch shells from the mooring field. Over the years 

weõve received numerous reports of dead conch found in the vicinity. While the 

Rangers have tried to focus attention on the mooring field, poaching has still 

persisted. Relocating older, previously harvested conch will help th e Park Rangers 

identify new poaching around the moorings  by pinpointing any recent additions. 

Islanders believe that a recently popped conch scares away other conch, however 

the shells actually play an important role in providing shelter for juvenile fish, 

especially groupers. Shells are an important habitat and substrate for both plants 

and animals and smaller conch shells can be inhabited by hermit crabs. To assist in 

reducing illegal poaching around the yachts, we have requested that visiting 

cruisers contact the Marine Park office if they see anything suspicious in the area. 

  

  There were three separate incidents in April w hich resulted in the 

imprisonment of 3 individuals. The first occurred in Sandy Bay in 

front of the school house, where 3 people were incarcerated for 

spearing lobster and fish. The next incident occurred near our office in 

Half Moon Bay in the shallows to the west of Coral Vista. Our Park 

Ranger spotted someone snorkeling near the iron shore who upon 

seeing the patrol boat quickly exited the water. Our Ranger inspected 

the area and found a gaff, 4 large dead lobsters and a conch shell. 

Unfortunately our ranger was without an officer and was unable to 

apprehend the suspect. The final incident occurred near Man of War 

Cay after our office received a tip that people were diving for lobster. 

Our patrol  boat raced to the scene and confiscated lobster, 8 live 

conch and gear, but due to the fact that we were outside the marine 

reserve, the offenders were not sent to jail. 

South Side Chapter Patrols 

  This month was very tough for coordinating patrols. First, the Policia 

Preventiva, whose services we employ were forced to att end assigned Semana 

Santa missions. Upon completing this, most went on holiday  the following 

week, leaving the patrol  with no police . With understaffing, our patrol  was 

only able to confiscate 3 spears and 8 small conchs in April . To improve patrols 

we have hired a new boat captain by the name of Crist McKenzie who can be 

contacted at 3224-1626.  
 

 

 

  The RMP is looking into employing the services of the Honduran Navy to improve 

patrols. As such, a meeting was held in Tegucigalpa with  the Navy to discuss this 

collaboration . We are very close to signing an agreement which will ena ble us to adopt a 

similar strategy to Cayos Cochinos, employing 4 navy personnel, making patrols more 

effective in both  the Sandy Bay West End Marine Reserve and on the Southside Shore.  
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The visiting yachts scattered around within the mooring field by Luna Beach 

Kids parading with banners through the streets of Coxen Hole  

Volunteer discussing environmental issues with students 

Infrastructure

Yacht Mooring Project 

  The recent introduction of the mandatory yacht  

mooring fees has left our staff busy installing new 

groundings and tackle and renovating the old 

mooring to ensure that theyõre to satisfactory 

standards to accommodate visiting yachts. Last 

month we mentioned the proposed mooring fees, 

but after meeting with yacht owners who strongly 

apposed these fees, the pricing was reduced to $10 a 

day, $40 a weekly and $100 a monthly. Even with 

the season slowing down, we have had a 

continuous stream of vessels using the moorings and 

hope that in the following months, we will be able to gen erate enough funds which are to be put towards 

renovating the school in West End. The project has allowed the RMP to hire a third Park Ranger, who will  

monitor the mooring field, and hopefully in addition to monitoring the yachts and their owners, will act  as a 

deterrent for people who poach in the vicinity.  

Education 

Earth Day Parade    

  On April 22 , a colorful first-time parade was held to 

commemorate both the anniversary of when Great Britain 

handed the islands back to Hondura s and Earth Day. During the 

parade it was evident that students, parents and teachers had all 

devoted great time and effort in creating elaborate costumes and 

murals. Activities on the day included competitions, native 

dances, coronations, and more. During the weeks prior to the 

event, the RMP organized a drawing contest between sixth 

graders of all the schools located in the Roatán District and 

awarded the 18 winners with prizes on the day. This contest was 

made possible thanks to Mr. Juan Carlos Cardona, the Roatán 

District Director of the Depart mental of Education, and all the 

children that participated. 

Promoting school environmental groups 

  The RMP is providing environmental skills to two  local 

environmental groups, the òDefenders of the Earthó and the 

òFriends of the Earthó. The groups are from two public schools 

and incorporate 26 students from grades seven to eleven. These 

kids were taught about the anthropogenic (man-made) problems 

on the island, and their effects on itõs natural resources. The 

children are now learning about these and other environmental 

topics and how they impact the coral reef. Topics include; solid 

waste management, deforestation, climate change, and how we 

can work to  find solutions to these problems. In our introductory 

meeting, we could see that the students had great interest in 

reforesting areas on the island, and with the help of  the RMP 

they intend to  construct a green house to be used in this project. 

We hope that those involved will share their knowledge of these 

subjects to their classmates and friends.  
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{ŀƴŘȅ .ŀȅΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ  

Recycling stand in West Bay over Easter 

Hurricane fencing used to collect garbage 

Meetings and Workshops

Meeting at Roat§nõs Municipality  

  A series of meeting were held with the Mayor and t he Inter Institutional Group (II G), integrated by UMA, 

ZOLITUR, BICA and the RMP, with the most pressing issue involving the approval of introducing a 

mandatory mooring fee for yacht s in the Sandy Bay West End Marine Reserve. Don Julio showed much 

interest in supporting the project and will be bringing the motion to the plenary c orporation for the fee to 

be implemented, along with several other by -laws.  

   The IIG has developed a series of meetings regarding details on the recycling of PET 1 

plastic bottles which are the transparent green, blue and clear bottles. For the month of 

May the companies that are responsible for distributing Pet 1 bottles to Roatan plan to 

donate a truck and a compactor to the Recycling Company. In addition, they are 

looking to  purchase 350 recycling containers that will be distributed in strategic places 

around the island. The project was organized by board members of the Municipality and 

ZOLITUR with the desire to have their support as the IIG shared the project with the 

private sector and general population. This is a pilot project for recycling throughout the whol e of Honduras 

so we truly hope that it will be a success and the rest of the Bay Islands and Honduras will follow suit .       

Community Development  

Students from Childrenõs Palace cleaning the beaches 

  The RMP enjoys helping to organize and participate in cleanup 

activities. This month we worked with seniors from the Children Palace 

bilingual school in French Harbor. As part of their social work, they spent 

two hours collecting five garbage bags from Sandy Bay´s beaches. The 

youths were very active and conscious of the negative impacts that 

garbage causes to our island. We intend to continue beach cleanups with 

other schools throughout the districts of Santos Guardiola´s and Roatán. 

If you are a teacher, parent or pupil and wish to involve a school in a 

beach clean up, please contact us.  

Recycling over Semana Santa  

  Over Easter a recycling campaign for plastic bottles was organized by 

the IIG (UMA, ZOLITUR, BICA and the RMP). The RMP was 

commissioned to support members of the Recycling Company and 

Municipal Inspectors who were assigned to work in West End and West 

Bay. Tents were set up in Sandy Bay, Flowers Bay, West End and West 

Bay to encourage people to recycle and keep the beaches clear of trash. 

In total , 200 pounds of plastic was collected over this week. We would 

like to thank the restaurants, hotels and the community of West End 

and West bay for their support.   

Sandy Bay garbage problem 

  The RMP received a donation from a concerned American couple who 

live near Pirates Den in Sandy Bay. They were anxious about the amount of 

plastic bottles and bags that washed into the ocean from La Colonia after 

heavy rains. Using the donation, we were able to construct a metal grate 

which is secured to cemented posts and attached to the bridge to act as a 

barrier. Currently with no rain the barrier is doing very little, however 

during rainy season the barrier will have to be routinely cleared of trash.    

PET%201%20plastic%20bottles
PET%201%20plastic%20bottles
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Meeting with representatives from Mahogany Bay 

Eco-friendly washing powder, bleach and dish soap  

A new bilge sock and a used one which was placed in oil and fuel 

Inspections 

Dixon Cove/ Mahogany Bay inspection 

  In preliminary calculations, we found out that the dredged and impacted 

area west of the channel in Dixon Cove was approximately 11,500 m². 

Due to strong east winds, many ships have been unable to dock in the 

cove, therefore Mahogany Bay is proposing to dredge a further 12,000 m² 

of reef to widen the channel for the cruise ships to come in no matter the 

weather. The RMP feels strongly against further dredging as the strong 

winds should have been considered in the original plans for the 

development and not just an oversight which now needs to be rectified.  

 

Lighthawk flight over Roatan  

 

  The RMP and BICA were invited by LightHawk, a volunteer-based, 

environmental aviation organization whose  mission is to champion 

environmental protection through the unique persp ective of flight.  Seeing 

Roatan from the air we were able to document new and/or illegal 

developments including mangrove cuts, developments in the hillside 

between French Harbor and Les Fuertes and a dry dock near French Cay.  

               

Public Awareness    

New products available in the Eco-store 

  When thinking about ways to conserve resources, reduce waste, 

and limit damage to the environment, we often overlook some of 

the simple changes that we can all make at home. The RMP endorses 

and sells several cleaning products that replace traditional products 

that are harmful to the environment. Rather than relying on harsh 

substances to break down dirt, many of these products use natural 

solvents and enzymes to remove dirt and stains. Currently available 

in our eco-store is an ultra-concentrated laundry detergent which 

requires just a half ounce per load. Itõs blend of biodegradable 

detergents, enzymes, and brighteners target stains and remove them without using toxic or corrosive 

chemicals. The all-purpose disinfectant cleaner uses a botanical disinfectant formula made with essential oil 

and citric acid and is proven to kill over 99.9% of bacteria and viruses. These are just two of the many 

products available that can help reduce environmental contamination of our island and waters. Because they 

are all highly concentrated they come in smaller bottles, which mean less plastic waste, and are competitively 

priced to traditional cleaners. You will find that it is possible to get a great product, help protect th e 

environment, and save money at the same time. 

  Another recent addition to our eco -store are Trace 

Marineõs bilge socks which are engineered and designed 

to eliminate the petroleum hydrocarbon contamination, 

which normally occurs during boat operations. The bilge 

socks absorb and transform many petroleum products 

including gasoline, diesel fuels, transformer oils, 

hydraulic oils, lube oils, aromatic solvents, chlorinated 

solvents, fumes, and light crudes into a rubber-like Non-

Hazardous material which can then be thrown safely away. The sock doesnõt soak up water, instead 

absorbing 3-5 times its weight in fuel, oil and grease. In addition the sock will de -gas a bilge from gasoline 

fumes by 80% in the first 5 minutes which will drastically cut down the chance of explosions in gas engine 

boats. These are available for a meager $15 so if you have a boat, please come and buy one from our store.  


